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Office of Secretary Donna Searcy
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 MStreet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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CfFICE OF THE :)L •. ,~ iMY

Dear Secretary sea~rcY:,

Re: PR Docke 92-235.
" ,Enclosed are le~ I have received from constituents

wishing to comment on the proposed revisions to the Private Land
Mobile Radio Services (PR Docket 92-235). I respectfully ask
that these letters be made a part of the record.

Warmest regards,

~
Nancy Lando~ssebaum
United States Senator
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CfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Feb. 20, 1993

SUBJECT; NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235

This NPRM effects users of radio controlled model airplane
equipment (RC). However no consideration was given to the effect
of the proposed regulatory changes on the users of RC equipment.
The NPRM was developed by the FCC Land Mobile Service and effects
Part 88 of the FCC Regulations. However, users governed by Part
95 may be adversely affected by the proposed changes and were
never notified. The NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235 should be withdrawn
and redeveloped eliminating any adverse impact on users governed
by Part 95 of the FCC Code.

As an avid user and high dollar purchaser of RC equiptment
(thousands of dollars), Any assistance you can give in
correcting this situation will be greatly appreciated.

?j,lou, /)p:
j.!~~

H¢ld Ea~tham
10308 Metcalf, Suite 197
Overland Park, Ks

66212
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February 17, 1993

Jerry M. Walker
2901 West 72nd street
Prairie Village, KS 66208

Honorable Nancy Landon Kassebaum
302 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kassebaum:

rEDERAI. C(J.lMUNICATIOFS COMMISSION
CfFICE OF THE Sl:CHtTARY

Since I was in grade school, I have had a love affair with flight.
Within the last thirty years I have not only built and flown model
airplanes, but have enjoyed the camaraderie of the hobby as well.
In looking back at my life, my seventh grade year of school was a
turning point for me. Unlike a very close friend, who had taken a
path of drugs and alcohol eventually leading him to his death from
a window at Osowatomie State Hospital, I found myself spending
time building and flying radio controlled airplanes. Although
.there are other hobbies and activities that can lead a young per-
son away from a life of drugs and alcohol, I chose an avenue that
would get me "high" in an alternate context of the word. Because
of the upcoming conflict with the mobile telephone units, I feel
threatened in my relationship. ~

I am very concerned about the proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and at­
tendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch op­
erations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

I have experienced two frequency changes since I started flying
radio controlled airplanes and both changes have cost me an exor­
bitant amount of money to continue with my love affair. The FCC,
now, wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result of rearranging the bands, many land mobile frequencies will
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move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interfer­
ence to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 fre­
quencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies viII be left if these nev rules are
adopted.

When ve fly our model airplanes under radio control, ve go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operator and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control fre­
quencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies viII become
congested and the margin of safety viII be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have ving spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models them­
selves are expensive to bUild; but more to the point, they are ca­
pable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft. We often fly our models at organized events' and contests
vhere hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our
full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the oper­
ating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of ra­
dio control modelers. The FCC may not think ve are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contrib­
utes to the advancement and development of not only the commercial
aviation industry, but the general engineering field.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
alloying the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.

Sincerely, I ~/

qPUq~.aJ~
Jerrt) M. Walker
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Sen. Kassebaum,
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rtDERAL. C\,Nl1MUNICATi(;~;; G~M1SSlON ~

(fFICE OF THE SmiETARY

We've written and called many times in the past voicing our opposition
to any form of gun control. Now, with a new liberal administration, you will
be seeing the Brady bill and other more heinous legislation introduced. We
fervently hope that you will change you position and uncompromisingly fight
all of these attacks on the rights of free Americans.

;u.:.~

Michael, Jill and Todd Alderson
5837 Cr .;)SS

Topeka 66619



The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
302 Russell, Senate O.B.
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kassebaun:

JJ "'~ (f ~/ll'~ S~
/il ,'f _..f.J.,

January 30, 1993

ReCElVED

MAR .9J9931
FEDERAl. CQ\lMUMCATlClI3C(),fMISSlON

CfFICE OFTHE SECnE:TARY

I am interested in aviation and derive many hours ofenjoyment from constructing and operating radio
controlled model airplanes. I am also a member of The Newton Area Radio Control Club whose members
operate radio controlled model airplanes at the Club flying site.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. is primarily used for private land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. as a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the
radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control ofmodel aiIplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left
ifthese new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to as~ure the safety ofthe
operator and bystanders and the protection ofproperty. Many ofour safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use ofthe radio control frequencies. If the number ofusable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the'margin of safety will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control ofthe craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds ofoperators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
Hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contnbutes to the
advancement and development ofthe commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposal for the 72 - 76 MHz band. --:-1 I , .L. / ..... tit ...\ 6., I ,. II/. I -f I'J r'> <: II h' " ,

~
1J1j~7)' -1/1~J smc.reJy,(}j~ £.~.
£'l) 60 P,Ifr-lLb.r~ ufJ

(lJld;rcv;);;, {,1 '-ir



The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
United States Senate
Washington. D.C. 20510
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Dear Senator Kassebaum. rED[HAL C(),lMUNlCATiCr:; C~MlSSlOH
(fACEo~ THF m:C'n~Y

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted. the new rules will
greately reduce or entirely eliminate the safe useability of most
frequencies currently assigned by the FCC for radio controlled
model aircraft use and will increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model aircraft.

The radio frequencies concerned are in the 72 - 76 Mhz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile communications.
The currently assigned frequecies in this band are separated
enough that~have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

The FCC proposes to create more land mobile communications fre­
quencies by creating new narrower band widths and rearranging the
band plan. The result of this will be that many land mobile fre­
quencies will move much closer to radio control frequencies and
will cause interference on these frequencies.

I have been building and flying model aircraft since the late
nineteen thirties. We who fly radio controlled model aircraft go
to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and spec­
tators when we fly. Part of the safety precautions we use is the
careful coordination of transmitter use so there is no frequency
interference. If the number of available frequencies is reduced
as proposed by the FCC. the remaining frequencies will become
very congested and the margin of safety will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many radio controlled model aircraft have
wing spans of nine to twelve feet and weigh from thirty to fifty
pounds. They can cause property damage. severe injuries or even
death if radio interference causes loss of control of the
aircraft. We often fly at organized events where hundreds of
operators and spectators are present. We need the use of all the
currently assigned frequencies in order to assure safe operation
of the aircraft.

The FCC may believe that we who fly model aircraft are not as im­
portant as those who use private or business mobile land radios.
We do have several hundreds of dollars invested in our model
aircraft and radios. The hobby/sport provides many hours of en­
joyment and education to thousands of people like myself across
the nation and in fact has contributed to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

I respectfully request that you oppose the FCC proposals for the
72 - 76 Mhz band.

Sincerely.

UJ4~~
Wilbur Absher ~
1100 SW Orleans
Topeka. 'Kansas 66604



The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
Room 302 Russell Building
Washington,DC 20515

Dear Senator Kassebaum,

MAR 9 19931
CEDER.4J. ClllMUNJCATIO':S CCUMSSlON

CfFlCE OF THE BEc: r.~y

Feb.1.1993

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies assigned for model use
and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for
controlling model airplanes. I currently own well over $1500.00
dollars worth of equipment and I use them enjoy the fun of flying
sillce the costs of civil aviation are so out of control thanks to
liability insurance.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result,many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes,only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When I fly my model airplanes,I go to great lengths to assure the
safety of others and bystanders and the protection of property. Many
of the safety precautions involve careful coordination of radio
control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is greatly
reduced as the proposed by the FCC,the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety we enjoy now will be
greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and can weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build;but more to the point, they can
cause extensive property damage if radio interference causes the
operator to lose control. I fly at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators participate. Myself and others feel
that we need the full range of radio frequencies that is available
to us now to insure a safe flying enviroment.



I do not think that it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile users at the expense of radio
control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radios,but myself and others have a considerable
investment in our models and our radio equipment. The hobby provides
many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself who
cannot afford the real thing.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerly,

P~~
Phillip Beine
16 East 2200 Road
Wellsville,Kansas 66092
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United States Senate
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(fACE OF THE SECiliTARY
I have been interested in model aviation for as long as I can remember.
I am vpry active in both constructing and operating radio controlled
model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently und~r

consideration by the Fpderal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencips currently assigned for modpl use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enouqh apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranQing the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and byst~nders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hour~ of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry. .

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely, '\)"""" De",~
(,f~" SO. 13~AD~
I' . _.' ,/_



February 15, 1993

FCC
1919 M Street, N.W
Washington, DC 20554

Re: PR Docket 92-235

Gentlemen:

RECE~\lED

'MAR 9 1993'
FEDERAl CClIMUNlCATIO'!$ CIllMISSlON

CfFlCE OFTHE SWkrARY

I would like to strongly express my concern regarding Proposed Rule Making (NPRM-PR
Docket 92-235) which would adversely effect the radio control hobby in which I am an
avid participant.

I have been flying radio controlled airplanes for six years and have invested a substantial
amount of time and money in this sport.The proposed rule change, if enacted, could end
this sport. The placing of additional frequencies so closely to the radio control channels
increases the danger of interference. The loss of control over my ten pound 60 m.p.h.
airplane could cause bodily harm to other participants or spectators. My latest airplane
took over a year to construct at a cost of about $900. All could be lost in seconds due
to interference.

Before the FCC infringes on the radio control frequencies with mobile frequencies of
questionable tolerances, I suggest that another avenue for the mobile channels be
explored. In no event, however, is it practical or safe to sandwich these new frequencies
into the radio control sport. '

Respectfully,

~
Bruce A. Berry
9311 Pawnee
Leawood, KS 66206
913-381-9311

cc: Senator Bob Dole
Senate Hart Building, Room 141
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Nancy Landon Kassebaum
Senate Russell Building, Room 302
Washington, DC 20510

Congresswoman Jan Meyers
31 5 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 2051 5-1603



The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
302 Russell Senate G.B.
Washington, D.C. 20510

January 30, 1993

'MAR 9 t993
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a=F1CE OF THE SECilETARY
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frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearrange
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

My son and I are active radio control model airplane enthusiasts
and enjoy many hours of building and flying together. We participate
in alot of our area fun-flys and are active in our local club. To
date, we have 33 members in our club and perform flying demonstrations
at the Liberal Summer Fest and the annual air show as well as our own
Fun-Fly.

When we fly our ~odel airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
radios, but we have considerable investment in our ffiodels and in our
radio equipment. This hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and my son and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 Mhz band.

Sincerely,

Duart Betz
847 Sycamore St.
Liberal Ks. 67901
316-624-4828
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February 14, 1993

TO: The Honorable Nancy L. Kassebaum
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: PR Docket 92-235

Ms. Kassebaum,

RECE\\!ED

MAR 9 t993 I

FEDERAL OOtIMUNICAW:'iS ClllMISSiON
<fFICE OFTHE StGHETARY

I am writing this to express my concern and disapproval
regarding the proposal to restructure the frequency assignments
that include those used for remote control modeling (PR DOCKET
92-235) •

Because I work in the communications field, I am aware of
the great demands placed upon the frequency spectrum. Even so,
there is just a small segment available for the enjoyment derived
from remote control modeling. I personally have a few thousand
dollars invested into the aeromodelling hobby that will either be
turned into useless scrap if I were forced out of the hobby, or
turned into dangerous falling objects if I attempted to operate
in a frequency segment that allows higher powered "mobile"
equipment almost directly on top of mine.

Because it is extremely unsafe, because it is costly to a
large group called RC modelers and because it strips away the joy
and pleasure RC modeling provides U.S. citizens as a whole, I
urge that the proposal be reconsidered and restructured so as not
to damage the RC community.

Sincerely,

Donald L. Brewster Jr.
6740 Vahalla Ct.
Shawnee, Kansas

66217-9556



The Honorable Nancv Kassebaum
United Stat.es Senate
Washington, n.c. 20510

Dear Senator Kassebaum:
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::EDERAl CIl1MUNICATiCtlS ClltMISSlQN
(fFICE OF THE SECHETARY

II~~ KIm BUller
1I11c~_Euelld

. ·""lIOIl. Ks 67460

I have been interested in model aviation for as long as r can remember.
I am very active in both constructinq and operating radio controlled
model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usabil ity of frequencies currently assignEld for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
mndp.1 airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enouqh apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the nther.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranqing the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautidns involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
rpmaining frequencies will become congested and, the margin of safety
will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weiqh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing
prooerty damage. serious injury, or even death H radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hour~ of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowinq
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~;L~



11604 Reedet'
Overland Park, KB 66210
February 14, 1993

The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
302 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kassebaum:
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11DERAl CWMUNICATIONS CtJ.lMlSSlON

<fFICE OF THE SECnETARY

Being an aviation enthusiast, and also an operator of radio con­
trolled airplanes, I care about maintaining our aviation heritage.
While most airplanes are aging and much too expensive to maintain,
our hobby of building and flying radio controlled airplanes is the
last avenue for our children to see and experience our aviation
het'i tage.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liabil­
ity for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch op­
erations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have
been able to share the band without either use int~rferin8 with
the other'.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by split­
ting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the
radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are pres­
ently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 fre­
quencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions in­
volve the careful coordination and use of the radio control fre­
quencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become con­
gested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models them­
selves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are ca­
pable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our
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full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz

I do not think it wise of the FCC to se~k to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio con­
trol modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our mod­
els and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to
the advancement and development of the commercial aviation indus­
try.



The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
United States Senate
Washington, n.c. 20510

Dpar Senator Kassebaum:
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rEDERAl.. COMMUNICATiU"~) CllIMlSSlON
<fFICE OF THE SECi\lJARY

I have been interested in model aviation for as long as I can remp.mber.
I am vpry active in both constructinq and operating radio controlled
model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently und~r

consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adoptpd, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assign@d for modp,l use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
mndel airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However,
our radio control frequencies in this band are far enouqh apart from the
land mobile frp.quencies that we have been able to share the band without
either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranaing the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for
radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
rpmaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety

.....E· ~ .' will be greatly decreased.

')- "::-J bb lease understand that many model airplanps have wing spans up to 10
~ v9 ~ feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
~~ tv ~ expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing

~ ~ property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
~ ,C1 f) causes the ooerator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
~ A(- ~~. models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
{/) ~ ",' participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio

~- ! frequencies in order to assur~a s~fe flying environment.
~ ~ )
~ .P I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
p ~'I conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
~ ~~ modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users

6) of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hour5 of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjo.vment of my pastime by not allowing
:::C:~~l:: carry its pro osals f~e 72-76 MHz band.
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Re: FCC Action ­
NPRM PR Docket
92-235

February II, 1993

Dear Mrs. Kassebaum,

Thursday

Robert D. & Pamela J. Carpenter
207 Cross Creek Drive
Grain Valley, Mo. 64029-9486
816-228-3705

The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum
united states Senator
Room 302 Russell Building
Washington, DC 20515

FEDERAl CCNMUNICAlIONS C(}.4MISSIQN
CfFlCE OF THE g,OFTARY
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It has just come to my attention that the
Federal Communications Commission, Land Mobile
Service, is considering redoing Part 88 by side
stepping normal established procedures. Their

quickness shows a lack of understanding of how this will effect
my hobby of Radio Controlled Model Airplane flying. I fly my
model airplanes under Part 95 using both 72 MHz and 75 MHz bands.

The new channels that they propose for mobile use will allow
higher powered transmitters at adjacent frequencies to be in the
vicinity of my airplanes while I fly them at our local park.
The very real problem is while my airplane is in the air my gold
sticker narrow band receiver will except the strongest signal and
act on what it receives.

To demonstrate this, I have to be very careful of the new
microwave towers constructed in 1992 that relay law enforcement
information between two small cities through the park. The
flying field has their narrow beam crossing the north west corner
Qf the legal field boundari~s. This is now a known fixed.
dangerous area. I have inadvertently flown my seven foot w~ng

span Sig Kadet Senior over this corner to set up on final
approach for landing on our paved north/south runway and have
watched helplessly as the plane's receiver accepted the stronger
off channel signals from the towers.



/

So far the plane has only crashed once in the trees that
protect the area surrounding the flying field. The resulting
rise in blood pressure and nervous tensions are not worth the
medical concerns let alone the time and expense of repairs. I
hope that you can understand my concern that loosing control of
an airplane is a frightening experience that I DO NOT wish to go
through again.

Our field is located within a County Park with thousands of
visitors yearly watching all of us that use the field, flying
our airplanes. Plus thousands of others using the park
facilities year round in various activities. Having a mobile
transmitter like a cellular telephone or paging device located in
the parking lot on an adjacent channel placing a call while
someone is in the air will be a frightening experience.

How do you tell the parents of a two year old sitting in a
swing some quarter of a mile away that someone made a mobile
phone call and that your airplane went off on its own because of
the receiver in the plane got mixed signals and cut the child in
half. These airplanes can be very dangerous. We all go
through lots of training and care very much about public safety.

I do not know if any of you have ever considered purchasing
one of these but I can tell you from personal experience that
they are very expensive. A new airplane kit can cost from a
$ 50.00 box of wooden sticks to $ 3,000.00 for a ducted fan
fiberglass kit. An engine from a $ 20.00 glow~plug ignition to
$ 5,000.00 for a real jet that will only last five (5) hours of
running time. Add a hundred dollars for a two or three channel
gold sticker radio and up to a thousand dollars for a computer
controlled unit for specialized nine and ten channel
applications. The necessary field box of special tools,
electronics, fuel at $ 10.00 to $ 20.00 a gallon, propellers
and a thousand other little odds & ends is staggering. And this
is for only ONE airplane.

With this kind of investment in our hobby you can see that
we are very concerned about the proposed changes. I understand
the need for business expansion, however, not at the cost of
thousands of hobbyist around the country losing half of the
limited available channels to an unknown possibility of damage to
their equipment and our concern for public safety.

Would you please very carefully review this proposed action
and consider the total ramifications of this very dangerous
proposal to the of hobbyist across the country.------

•



The Honorable Sen. Nancy Kassebaum
302 Russell Building
Washington, DC 20510 GARY CLINE

4416 NW LOOKOUT CT i I MAR 9 1993
Dear Senator Kassebaum; TOPEKA KS 66618-3258 iFEDERA!.C()AMUNICATIOf'3COMMISSION

It has recently come to my attention th;t the Federal Communications co~~Bf,SffiaETARY
considering an action that will drastically effect the safety of Radio Controlled model aviation. I
have been involved in the Radio Control (RIC) sport for over 17 years. I currently make use of RIC
equipment in recreational and competition flying of model airplanes and helicopters.

I am extremely concerned about proposed rules currently under consideration by the FCC. The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly increase the risk of
accidents and the attendant liability related to the control of model aircraft.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 Mhz band. This band is currently shared between
RIC use and private mobile dispatch operations. However. our radio control frequencies are
currently spaced far enough apart (10Khz) from the land mobile frequencies that we have been
able to share the band with no interference between the two uses.

Now the FCC wants to add more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and spacing many of them closer to the radio control frequencies (within 2.5 Khz),
causing interference between the two uses of this band. The result will be that 30 or more of the
current 50 RIC aircraft frequencies will become unsafe to use. Please note that the power output
allowed to land mobile transmitters is 4 times that allowed to RIC transmitters. Therefore, the only
interference we can cause to them is static or a brief loss of communication, whereas the reverse is
far more dangerous.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans of up to ~1 0 feet and weigh up to
40 pounds. The helicopter that I fly has a rotor span of 5 feet, spinning at up to 2000 rpm. This
model cost over $1500, but more to the point, is capable of causing severe injury and property
damage if radio interference causes me to lose control of its flight. We often fly at organized events
and contests with hundreds of operators. We need the reliable use of our full range of radio
frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

When we fly model aircraft, we goto to great pains to assure the safety of the pilots and
spectators and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination of the use of radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
reduced as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

It is not wise of the FCC to seek the expansion of land mobile operations at the expense of radio
control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as commercial users of radios, but
as a group, we have a huge investment in aircraft and radio equipment, and support a large
industry of RIC manufacturers, retailers and publishers throughout the United States.

Please help me continue the safe pursuit of my sport by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
proposals for the 72-76 Mhz band. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Gary K. Cline



I am a rad10 controlled model boat hobbyIst and act1ve In a local club
In the Kansas CIty area. I've been Involved In thIs sport for over ten years and has
turned tnto a real passIon for me.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-75 MHz band.
ThIs band Is prlmarlly used for pr1vate land mobile dispatch operations. However
lour radio -control frequencies In thIs band are far enough apart from land mobile
freQuenc1es that we have been able to share the band wIthout e1ther use
interferIng with each other.

I am every concerned about the proposed rule that 1s currently under
consIderatIon by the Federal CommunIcatIon CommIssIon (FCC). The proceedIng is
PR Docket 92-235. If adopted the new rule w1ll greatly reduce the usability of
frequencIes currently ass1gned for RIC model use and Increase the rIsk of
accidents and attendant liability.

RFiQED~~a01993
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fEDERAL ~MUNICATIOO~· COMMISSION
CfFICE(f THE SECHETARY

The NotIce of Proposed Rule MakIng (NPRM) In PR Docket 92-235
replaced Part 90 of the rules wIth a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of
RIC aircraft and surface models by keepIng 10KHz spacing between fIxed
commercial users and frequencIes used by RIC enthusIasts. The new Part 88 will
allow moblle users on frequencies wlth1n 2.5 Khz of freQuenc1es avallable to uSI

elImInatIng safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band (for RIC
aIrcraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencIes on the 75 MHz band (for RIC boats and
cars) now used by hobbyIsts. In facti more channels w11111kely be affected.

When we operate our RIC modelsl we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protectIon of property. Many of
our safety precaut10ns 1nvolve the careful coordInation and use of the radIo
frequencIes. If the number of usable frequencIes Is dImInIshed as proposed by the
FCCI the remaintng frequencies will become congested and the margtn of safety
will be greatly decreased.

The HonorabIe Nancy Kassebaum
1230 Longworth Bldg.
Washlngtonl DC. 20515

Dear Senator Kassebaum:
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